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PARISH COUNCIL CLERK  Sal Robinson, 60 North Allington, Bridport (01308 426327) 
PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRMAN  Vanessa Glenn, 6 Winniford Close, DT6 6SA  (480910) 
CHIDEOCK W.I. CHAIRMAN  Mary Rogers (01297 489452) 
VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS  Sue Walliker (01297 489545) 
CHIDEOCK SOCIETY  Lyn Crisp, The Farmers Arms, Mill Lane, DT6 6JS 
                                 and Sal Robinson,60 North Allington, Bridport (10308 426327) 
CHIDEOCK FETE COMMITTEE Keith Baylis, Seatown Cottage,  DT6 6JT (01297 489027) 
CHIDEOCK CIDER MAKERS Colin Hopkins, Colraine, Main Street, DT6 6JG (01297 489899) 
ST. GILES CHURCH RECTOR   
LICENSED LAY MINISTER Mr. Jim Pettifer, 7 Winniford Close (01297 489260) 
ST. GILES CHURCHWARDEN Mrs.Valerie Hunt, Longwood, Chideock Hill (01297 489417) 
ST. GILES CHURCH BELL CAPTAIN Mr. Dave Symonds, Dormer Cottage (07768193030) 
ST. GILES CHURCH PCC Mrs. Valerie Hunt, Longwood, Chideock Hill  (01297 489417) 
FRIENDS OF ST. GILES Mrs Diane Benjamin, The Old Bakery, Main Street .(01297 489298) 
CHIDEOCK ART GROUP  Liz Kennedy, Chideock (01297 480855) 
CHURCH OF OUR LADY & ST. IGNATIUS  Bridport Parish Office 01308 422594 
FRIENDS OF OUR LADY   Gaby Martelli (01308 488348) 
CHIDEOCK VILLAGE TRUST Mrs. Lisa Tuck, Broadlands, Chideock (01297 489543). 
SYMONDSBURY SCHOOL HEADTEACHER Mrs. Emma Roberts (01308 423502) 
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PARISH COUNCIL CLERK  Steven Rose, Fivepenny Farm, Wootton Fitzpaine DT6 6DF 
(07762711785) 
PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRMAN  Clrr George Dunn, Chideock House DT6 6JN  (489242) 
CHIDEOCK W.I. CHAIRMAN  Brooke Quinteros (01297 678465) 
VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS  Paul Ramsden (07749 715091) 
CHIDEOCK SOCIETY  Lyn Crisp, The Farmers Arms, Mill Lane, DT6 6JS 
                                 and Sal Robinson,60 North Allington, Bridport (10308 426327) 
CHIDEOCK FETE COMMITTEE Keith Baylis, Seatown Cottage,  DT6 6JT (01297 489027) 
CHIDEOCK CIDER MAKERS Colin Hopkins, Colraine, Main Street, DT6 6JG (01297 489899) 
ST. GILES GOLDEN CAP TEAM RECTOR  Rev. Chris Martin 01297 561065 
LICENSED LAY MINISTER Mr. Jim Pettifer, 7 Winniford Close (01297 489260) 
ST. GILES CHURCHWARDEN Mrs.Valerie Hunt, Longwood, Chideock Hill (01297 489417) 
ST. GILES BELL CAPTAIN Mr. Dave Symonds, Dormer Cottage (07768193030) 
ST. GILES PCC Mrs Lynn Stapleton, Greenways, Appletree Lane, Chideock (07852332938) 
FRIENDS OF ST. GILES Mrs Diane Benjamin, The Old Bakery, Main Street .(01297 489298) 
CHIDEOCK ART GROUP  Joan Emerson (01297 489416) and Ruth Christensen (07538860534) 
CHURCH OF OUR LADY & ST. IGNATIUS  Bridport Parish Office (01308 422594) 
FRIENDS OF OUR LADY   Gaby Martelli (01308 488348) 
CHIDEOCK VILLAGE TRUST Mrs. Lisa Tuck, Broadlands, Chideock (01297 489543). 
SYMONDSBURY SCHOOL HEADTEACHER Mrs. Emma Roberts (01308 423502) 
FRIENDS OF CLAPPS MEAD COMMITTEE MEMBERS Anna Dunn 489242 Lyn Crisp 
(489098) Ros Hipkiss (489080) 
 



SERVICES AT ST. GILES  
3rd December  Advent 1    at 11 am       Village Service   with coffee (in the 
Village Hall) 
10th December Advent 2 Holy Communion  at 11am        (in the Village Hall) 
17th December  Carol Service    6pm     (In St Giles Church) 
24th December  Christmas Eve Holy Communion  6pm     (In church) 
25th December   No Service 
31st December  No Service 
7th January  Epiphany  Village Service at 11am + coffee  (In Village Hall) 
14th January Epiphany 2 Holy Communion  11 am  (In Village Hall) 
21st January Epiphany 3  Chideock Praise + coffee 11am (In Village Hall) 
28th January Candlemas  Holy Communion 11am ((In Village Hall) 
 
CHURCH OF OUR LADY, QUEEN OF MARTYRS & ST. IGNATIUS 
December : 
Friday 8th.          10am Mass 
Saturday 9th.     6pm Vigil Mass 
Friday 15th.        10am Mass 
Friday 22nd.       10am Mass 
Saturday 23rd.   6pm Vigil Mass 
Monday 25th.     10am CHRISTMAS DAY MASS 
Friday 29th.        10am Mass 
 
January: 
Friday 5th.           10am Mass 
Friday 12th.          10am Mass 
Saturday 13th.     6pm Vigil Mass 
Friday 19th.          10am Mass 
Friday 26th.          10am Mass 
Saturday 27th.      6pm Vigil Mass 
The Church and museum are now open every day 10am - 4pm 
 
 
DEADLINE DATE :  
Items for inclusion in the FEB 2024 magazine to: Ms. Ruth Wrixton, Sweet 
Briar, West Road, Bridport, DT6 6AE.  Tel: 01308 422649 or mobile 
07811672058 or e-mail me: ruthwrixton@hotmail.com (I will always 
acknowledge I have received them – so that you know I have!)  LATEST 
acceptance date will be Friday 19th January 2024.  
 
 



CHIDEOCK VILLAGE HALL  
Chairman: Richard Benjamin (489298); Secretary: Paul Ramsden (480941) 
Treasurer & Table Tennis contact: Roger Carey (489782) 
For bookings contact Paul Ramsden 07749 715091  
or email chideockvh@gmail.comor via our Facebook page @ChideockVH 
If you wish to cancel a booking please notify us as soon as possible  
For general information about the hall:  
https://www.chideockandseatown.co.uk/groups/chideock-village-hall/ 
For the current availability either contact Paul Ramsden or go to: 
https://www.chideockandseatown.co.uk/groups/chideock-village-hall/ 
and click on ‘Check availability’  
 
 
 

The Friends of St Giles Church 
Chideock 

Invite you to join them in St Giles Church for a 
morning of 

pre-
Christmas 
hospitality  

Tues 19 
Dec  

10am–12 noon 
 

The church will be decorated for Christmas and 
there will be music, mince pies or cake, a cup or glass of 
something warming and a Christmas raffle.  
£5 on the door for refreshments and a raffle ticket.  

We look forward to seeing you 



Chideock Village Trust 
The Chideock Village Trust has been in existence for over 20 years, and 
recently we have become aware that applications to us are mainly coming from 
University and Higher Education applicants although it was set up originally to 
help a broader group of people in Chideock. 
If you are thinking of any kind of study we would welcome an application 
from you: 
- Were your children starting school or a new school in September, and 
you could do with some help for uniforms, equipment, or travel costs? 
- Are you starting an Apprenticeship and need help with tools? 
- Have you decided to return to work after a break from child care and 
need to re-train? 
These are all issues that we would consider helping. We also continue to 
support school trips or expeditions as well, and all applications to us are 
treated confidentially. 
In addition to the above, any applications for work needed to public buildings 
in Chideock of architectural, historical, or constructional beauty or interest are 
always considered. 
 
H E L P 
Would you like a little help?  As I also need help: I am fundraising for 
WELDMAR HOSPICECARE. 
By November 2024 I need to raise £4,600 with a mighty hike in Madagascar as 
the ‘carrot’. 
For donations I can help with : 

1. Car trips to appointments to Dorchester, Bridport, Weymouth, 
Axminster 

2. Ironing 
3. House and animal sitting with walks for the 4-legged friends (dates to 

be arranged in advance…  Christmas not available but New Year is) 
I welcome any suggestions for fundraising e.g. lead a small group walk, 10pin 
bowling, etc. for a club. 
Should you wish to make a donation to Weldmar Hospice instead of Christmas 
cards – where also with ‘gift aid’ you can increase your donation for this most 
necessary and deserving charity, the details are: 
Weldmarhospicecare.org (and please use reference: TerryK Nov’24) 
Your support and any help will be most gratefully received for this local 
charity. 
My Contact details are 07785 544482      terryk1066@gmail.com 
 



 

Chideock Village Hall  
Chideock Chatters 

presents 
A fun evening of wine tasting!  

 
Tuesday, December 12th 2023, at 

7pm in the Village Hall 
Sample great red wines for winter 

warmth and  
white wines to recall summer  

Information and wines by 
‘Selected Grapes’ of Bridport 

Tickets available in advance only,  £12.50 from Cliff or 
Sue  

01297 489520 or suemallen1@gmail.com 
[any profits will go to the Village Hall] 

 
 



ARE YOU INTERESTED IN CHIDEOCK HISTORY?   
We are in the process of setting up a new website in connection with the history of 
Chideock.  The Chideock Society holds a huge archive of old photographs and other 
memorabilia and we hope over the next months to ‘scan’ all this material in to the new 
website so it is held safely and for everyone to see.  The hard copies can then be placed 
with the Dorset Archive.  If you can help in any way please contact Lyn Crisp on 01297 
489098 or email me at lyncrisp@chideockandseatown.co.uk.  We will also provide a 
link from the Community website to this new ‘history website’ 

 
 
CHIDEOCK PRAYER NET 
Lockdown seems a thing of the past, even though Covid hasn’t gone away, and 
we now have other problems to take its place. Members of St Giles have 
always prayed for our village and neighbours, so if you would like prayer for a 
concern you have, or to share thanks for something (because good things still 
happen!), please send an email to chideockprayernet@gmail.com. Your 
request will be sent on to individual members of St Giles; it will be kept 
confidential, and can be anonymous if you wish - even those receiving the 
request won't know who else is getting it. 
Thank you.  Peter Stapleton, St Giles PCC 
 
 

Calling all book lovers!  
A popular home library service, run by Royal Voluntary Service, the 
national volunteering organisation, is looking to grow its service for 
housebound readers in the Chideock locality  We have two dedicated volunteers for Chideock, 
Morcombelake and Charmouth areas  The Home Library Service brings books to people who 
can no longer get to a library.  Volunteers deliver books and share their love of reading with the 
people they visit. They are a friendly face and a regular visitor to those whose mobility and social 
interactions are limited, and they provide a useful check on the safety and well-being of their 
readers, too..The Home Library Service is delivered free of charge; it is not only for older people, 
but for anybody who finds getting to the library difficult, including carers.To find out please 
contact the Royal Voluntary Service office on 01305 236666, or e-mail 
maria.jacobson@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk. Or staff at your local library. 
 

 
 BRIDPORT CHORAL SOCIETY 
Bridport Choral Society presents Ring Christmas Bells 
An evening of festive music across the centuries, including traditional and 
modern songs and carols, with performances of Madrigal for Christmas and 
the Hallelujah Chorus Saturday 9 December 2023, 7.30 p.m., Bridport United 
Church.  Tickets: £12, available from Smith & Smith, Bridport Music Centre 
or on the door.  Refreshments available during the interval 



WI Report – November 2023 
A thousand apologies for the lack of a report from last month – I managed to 
miss the earlier deadline! 

If you have a strong desire to read it in full the 
report can be found on the chideockwi.org.uk 
website. 
Just a little flashback to remind you of the 
wonderful evening spent with the Chantry 
Buoys. 
Many thanks to the members of the WI (and 
other halves) for all the hard work they put in 
to making the evening a success! 
In October we had an entertaining talk about 
life on the fairground from its early roots to 
present day. 
In complete contrast we had a very important 
update by Paul Ramsden on the work of 
WRAG. The talk was of particular importance 
to our WI members as this is the theme of the 

2023 Resolution, ‘Clean Rivers for People and Wildlife’. Paul’s excellent talk 
was very well received by members who found it thoroughly engaging. This is 
a synopsis of Paul’s talk:- 
The Group came together at the end of last year following concerns about the 
very high levels of E.coli found by Dorset Council in the lagoon at Seatown in 
August 2022. 
Early testing in the river for E.coli had suggested that this pollution might be 
coming from the treatment plant, but in homing in on possible sources, a sewer 
pipe from the holiday park to the treatment plant had been found to be leaking 
directly into the river. This was reported to Wessex Water who promptly 
repaired the leak. A further round of testing revealed that levels of E.coli 
downstream of the treatment works had decreased dramatically, but were high 
near Clapps Mead which needs further investigation. 
Testing along the river for phosphate revealed high levels downstream of the 
sewage treatment works - water companies do not currently screen out 
phosphate (but will do, starting sometime between 2025 and 2030). 
Neither the Environment Agency nor Dorset Council will test for pollution in 
the river. While this is frustrating it makes it even more important that the 
Group continues their own testing to try to identify the sources of pollution. 
Paul explained that the Environment Agency can be concerned about the lack 
of invertebrate species called riverfly. WRAG collected riverfly in North 
Chideock and found a healthy population, whereas the numbers in the river at 



Seatown were very low. More work will be done with riverfly come the spring. 
In the meantime, bacterial and chemical testing will continue over the winter. 
We look forward to further updates. 
Over the past two months the Book Group has read two very contrasting 
books. In October the classic ‘Silas Marner’ by George Eliot and this month 
Wendy Joseph KC’s novel ‘Unlawful Killings’. For many their memories of 
‘Silas Marner’ was of reading it at school. Despite the slow pace at the 
beginning, the novel was enjoyed by all and provided points for discussion on 
moral codes and life in the nineteenth century.  You couldn’t have a more 
contrasting book than ‘Unlawful Killings’.  Based on her work as Queen’s, 
later King’s, Council the book was a real eyeopener. It brought into question 
the difficult work of the courts.  The dilemmas faced by Judges and questioned 
much about Society as a whole that crime is on the increase. The group will 
meet in The George on 11th December at noon where we will be discussing a 
more lighthearted novel ‘The People on Platform 5’ by Clare Pooley. 
Members of the craft group, having finished making their beautiful poppies, 
sold these at the October WI meeting and made £35 which will go to The 
Royal British Legion. The group has been making Christmas wire and bead 
Baubles which I hope you saw (and purchased) at the Christmas Fayre. The 
Christmas theme is continuing with Christmas Craft Celebrations.  
Although the Gardening Group has suspended its meetings until Spring 2024, 
the group will be meeting for their Christmas Lunch where they will discuss 
next year’s programme.   
Despite it being Winter the stalwarts of the Walking Group continue to meet 
monthly for a short walk. 
There will be no December meeting but, needless to say, will be full of 
Christmas cheer.  On 6th December members will be attending the WI Carol 
Service in Exeter Cathedral and, no doubt, taking the opportunity to visit the 
Christmas Market.  This is followed by our Christmas Lunch at The George in 

Chideock on 12th December. 
Our next meeting will be in January 2024. There is a 
change of date to Tuesday 9th January 2024 when 
members will be discussing the WI Resolutions and 
having a fun activity, ‘Getting to know you’. 
Finally, many of you will know that for a number of year 
members of the WI have made comfort cushions and seat 
belt pads for Macmillan providing for those suffering 
with breast cancer. This project has come to an end and 
we are about to embark on a new project knitting trauma 

teddies for STARS, a Dorset-based charity. STARS offers one to one support, 
free of charge, for anyone of any age or gender, living or studying in Dorset, 



who has experienced any form of sexual violence at any time in their lives. 
The WI is now looking for knitters, not just from the craft group, who are 
willing to support this initiative. Wool and stuffing will be provided. Please 
contact Tish on 01297 489200 or email chideockwi@gmail.com. 
Finally, we would like to wish you all a very ‘Peaceful Christmas and a Happy 
New Year’.  
 
 
 

Wreaths for Weldmar 2023   
Dear Friends and Supporters 
This is an Invitation to join my Charity Wreaths for Weldmar Hospicecare 
and raise money for our amazing local hospice who provide wonderful support 
at difficult times. 
Come to a Workshop to make a wreath or order a ready-make wreath?  
I’ve gathered my helpers together as it’s a  
real team effort and high 5 to them all!  
Please join us for a relaxed and festive fun time 
making and take home a fabulous traditional 
Christmas wreath.  It’s always jolly and for all 
abilities, there will be a demo and lots of elves to 
help and guide you! 
The Workshops. Tuesday 5th December, 
morning session 10-12.30, afternoon 1.30-4pm. 
Cost £20 includes refreshments, moss and ring.  
The Venue - Venn Farm Party Barn, North 
Chideock, DT6 6JY. 
Wreaths made to order by our team and gorgeous! £20 each.   
Ready to collect Wednesday 6th December 4-5pm from Venn Barn,  or 
Thursday 7th December 11-12noon from Symondsbury Barn. 
To book a workshop place or order a wreath –Ring me 0779 191 5228 
More info and donations……….     www.gofundme.com/f/wreaths-for-
weldmar  
 Happy Christmas and thank you for your support. Pauline xx 
 
 
 
 



THE WINTER BOOK CLUB 
AT THE GEORGE INN ON THE 2ND TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH 

7PM START 
(from November 2023 to April 2024) 

 
For more information contact: Jane on 01297 489996 

 
 

 
Chideock Christmas Choir  
This year’s village carol service in St Giles Church will be held on Sunday, 
December 17th at 6.00pm. 
For anyone who would like to join our 'pop up' Christmas Choir, practices this 
year will be held in the village hall on Wednesday evenings from 6.15 - 
7.30pm, beginning on Wednesday 1st November (please note change of day 
and venue!) 
If you haven't sung with us before and would like to join us please contact 
Sally Coade on 07891 115386 or sallycoade@hotmail.com  
Sopranos,altos,tenors and basses all most welcome! 
  
 
November  100 club winners 
1st. Prize.  No 14. Brian Sanders 
2nd Prize.  No 98. Jenni Epps 
3rd Prize.   No 27. Nick Mudford 



Chideock Community Café 
Held in Chideock Village Hall 

Friday 15th Dec 2023 
and 

Friday 19th Jan 2024 
From 2.30pm until 4.30pm 

Come along with friends or  
to meet some new ones. 

Everyone is welcome  
Tea/Coffee & Cakes/biscuits available 

We look forward to seeing you!! 
                                                          This is not a fund raising event 
 
 
 
St Giles Church Heating 
As you probably know, the heating in St Giles Church is very old (probably 
circa 1965), inefficient and expensive to run. The Parochial Church Council 
has been investigating the installation of new heating in the church. With the 
price of fuel having tripled since the year before last, it has been decided to 
have some of the winter services in the Village Hall. Hopefully, we can raise 
enough money to pay for new heating before next winter. 
In the meantime, it is very likely that it will be cold in the church, so wrap up 
warmly to attend. We shall still be in the church for Remembrance Sunday, but 
will transfer to the hall for services from 19th November. However, the Carol 
Service will be held in the church on 17th December at 6pm and the Christmas 
Eve service on the 24th December will be in church at 6pm, when the heating 
will be on. Thereafter, the services will be held in the Village Hall until 
probably the end of February.  Thank you for your understanding and support. 
Val Hunt Church Warden 
                  



                  Advance notice to put into your diaries 
            Forthcoming events for Friends Of Clapps Mead 
   Sunday 12th May from Midday onwards       Classic Car Show.  
Back by popular demand 
Saturday 15th June. 2.30 - 5pm    Cream Tea in the garden of Chideock House 
Saturday 17th August from 2pm           Village Fete in Clapps Mead. 
Please do come and support our local events all proceeds to go into the 
Children’s Play area for new equipment   
 

CHIDEOCK 
CHATTERS  

LADIES  
 FILM NIGHT 
 

Tuesday 24th January      
     7.00pm for 7.30pm 

 
Calling all Ladies of Chideock - please join us for a night with 
Barbie and a glass of pink fizz!      

 
Writer-director Greta Gerwig’s cinematic reinvention of 

Mattel’s most (in)famous toy comes on like a sugar-
rush mashup of Pixar’s Toy Story 2, Carlo 

Collodi’s Pinocchio, the cult live-action feature Josie 
and the Pussycats and the Roger Ebert-scripted 

exploitation romp Beyond the Valley of the Dolls.  It’s a 
riotously entertaining candy-coloured feminist fable 

that manages simultaneously to celebrate, satirise and 
deconstruct its happy-plastic subject.  Audiences will be 

delighted.  Mattel should be ecstatic. 

£6.00 Entry – cash or card payments accepted which includes free Glass of 
Pink Fizz & Popcorn          

Wine by glass or bottle, beer, cider & choc ices on sale during interval 



CHIDEOCK HALL FILM NIGHTS 
 

Tuesday 19 December 
7.00pm for 7.30pm 
EEMMPPIIRREE  ooff  

LLIIGGHHTT  
In a British seaside town during the early 
1980s, Hilary (Olivia Colman) works at the 
fading Empire cinema. When new 
employee Stephen (Micheal Ward) joins 
the team, the pair forge a romance — but 
her mental-health issues, and the 
turbulence of the times, threaten to drive a 
wedge between them. 

 
 

Tuesday 16 January          
7.00pm for 7.30pm 

A MAN CALLED 
OTTO 

Otto is a grump who’s given up on life 
following the loss of his wife and wants to end 
it all.  When a young family moves in nearby, 
he meets his match in quick-witted Marisol, 
leading to a friendship that will turn his world 
around. 

 

£5.00 Entry each film – cash or card accepted which includes free Tea/Coffee 
& Popcorn          

Wine by glass or bottle, beer, cider & choc ices on sale during interval 



 Chideock Village Hall Presents: 

 
 

Please join us for a fascinating talk by our legendary resident 
geomorphologist,  

Professor Denys Brunsden, at 7.00pm  
Saturday 27th January 2024  

 
There will be a cheeseboard with French bread and crackers, a selection 
of chutneys, grapes and a free glass of wine with tea or coffee included 

in the entry price of £8.00 per person, booking essential   
Tickets on sale now from Jane at Warren House, tel:  01297 

489996 
 

There will also be a bar 
serving beer, wine, cider 

and soft drinks on the night    
 
 
 

 
 
 



QUIZ???????NIGHT 

??????  ??????  
CHIDEOCK VILLAGE HALL  

FRIDAY 26th JANUARY 
7.15 for 7.30 

ADMISSION AT THE DOOR 
             £10.00 INCLUDING SUPER SUPPER 

B.Y.O.drinks 
and glasses 

PRIZES FOR TOP FIVE TABLES 
Book your place by phoning 

 Lynn on 07852332938 
TEAMS OF FOUR 

IN AID OF ST.GILES CHURCH 
 
 

 
CHRISTMAS WISHES 
We will not be sending local Christmas cards and will be donating to charity 
instead.  We wish all our friends a very happy Christmas and New Year. 
  Chris and Sue Walliker. 
Val and Peter Hunt will not be sending a Christmas Card to all their friends in 
the village, but wish everybody a Happy and Healthy Christmas and New 
Year. 

 
 



Chideock Village Hall Annual Reports 
Chairman’s report: 
Since 2012, when I first took on the role of Chairman for the Village Hall, 
considerable effort has been made to secure its future. I am pleased to report 
that according to our surveyor, it is now in pretty good shape for the next 5 to 
10 years. There will always be things to do to maintain it in good order and 
when someone has an idea for a new event! The storage of Short mat bowls 
equipment has certainly tested our ingenuity this year. The on-going, 
necessary, maintenance of the hall not only costs money but also takes 
considerable time and effort, often more than many of the major projects we 
have undertaken.  As always, I owe thanks to the ever-willing David Jones 
who helps me to stay on top of this work and thanks to Paul and Lee for 
maintaining the garden. Thanks also go to Travis Perkins, Top Sparkes and 
Hussey & Briggs who continue to support us with this maintenance.     
This past year has seen the welcome return of village groups using the Hall as 
well as popular Hall committee organised events. Thanks to the sterling efforts 
of Duncan and Phillipa Salter the Whist evening has returned to the Hall over 
the autumn and winter months. Before Covid, whist was a regular event at the 
Village Hall, and it all came to an end with lockdown. I had not appreciated 
the need to hold such a social event within our community and I was genuinely 
humbled on that first night back in Jan 2023, to see 30 people arrive from as 
far away as Wool and Axminster as well as people from the Vale and our own 
village. It showed the real need to keep the community spirit going and for us 
to be aware of our duty to fulfil the requirements of our 1949 Deed of Trust.   
The Village Hall Chatters have now become the social arm of the Hall, holding 
fund raising events as well as the popular film nights and generally helping out 
where and when needed.  Many thanks to Suzy, Jane, Graham, and their army 
of helpers.  
Short Mat Bowls was launched in the Hall in October. A lot of effort has gone 
into this project and particular thanks go to Roger for obtaining a grant from 
Sport England and Paul, who now knows more about the game and equipment 
than he thought possible, and Netherbury Village Hall Bowls Club who kindly 
gave us two second hand mats.  
My report would not be complete without a big thank you to Gloria and her 
band of helpers, Julia, Jane, Frances and the many others who help to run our 
Community Café. Always a welcoming event to regular attendees, it is also 
great to see new faces, often regular visitors to the village or people who have 
moved into the village and are looking to meet others in our village 
community.     
The hall’s activities need promotion and we have installed a larger external 
Notice Board; thanks go to the Chideock Society for covering the cost. We 



also recognise the contribution made by the Chideock Newsletter to this 
essential aspect of our community activities.  
Every 3 months the Village Hall Committee meet to keep the Management 
Committee on their toes and you can thank them for their useful suggestions as 
users of the Hall, for replacement tea-pots, jugs and hand driers in the toilets 
and the reorganisation of cupboards etc. There has also been discussion on the 
duties of the Hall Committee to ensure Safeguarding and Health and Safety 
requirements are met. An often tedious but essential part of this is complying 
with insurance requirements without which none of the above activities would 
be able to operate.  
It has been a privilege to serve as Chair this year and to see the Hall so well 
appreciated. 
Treasurer’s report: 
I am pleased to say that we still have a healthy bank balance and we have 
money set aside in a resilience fund to safeguard the hall over the forthcoming 
years. Unfortunately, with a building of this age we never know what is around 
the corner so we need to maintain this reserve.  
Hall bookings are up on last year, with Tai Chi being a new weekly activity 
this year. Income from table tennis and film night is also increasing. These and 
the new fund-raising events such as the Best Breakfast and Chilli Night have 
helped us to fund the regular maintenance that is much needed in a hall of this 
age.  
The current energy crisis has started to affect us as electricity costs have 
increased with the new contract from May 2023. Our annual gas bill was down 
on last year as we continue to benefit from a more efficient boiler and vastly 
improved insulation, however, we are about to renew the contract and the 
annual bill is expected to more than double. To partially cover the cost of 
rising energy bills we will have to raise the hall hire charge in January 2024, 
which to help our hall users has remained unchanged since June 2022.  
We also received our annual maintenance grant from Chideock Parish Council 
and this will be put towards the cost of a new door to the storage area. 
Finally, thanks go to Chris Walliker for his freely given time in auditing our 
year end accounts. 

 
Chideock Parish Council News. 
E-mail:  chideock@dorset-aptc.gov.uk  
Website:  www.chideockpc.org.uk 
Address:  Fivepenny Farm, Wootton Fitzpaine, DT6 6DF  
Phone:   07762711785 
Facebook Group: Chideock Parish Council 



Please note that the Clerk works from 2 pm to 3:30 pm, Monday to Friday. The 
Parish Council will seek to acknowledge receipt of an email within one 
working day and respond within five working days. 
The Council continues to lobby various individuals, organisations, and bodies 
regarding the A35 issues experienced by the village. 
Parish Council Meetings are in-person at the Village Hall at 10 am on the last 
Tuesday of each month except August and December. The next Parish Council 
meetings are on Tuesday 30th of January and Tuesday 27th of February. 
The PC would like to extend a very Happy Christmas and New Year to all of 
our residents. 
Traffic incidents on the A35. 
The Parish Council has added a page on its website for residents to report 
traffic incidents that occur on the A35, 
http://www.chideockpc.org.uk/community/chideock-parish-council-
14830/report-traffic-incident/. You are not required to provide contact details 
when making a report, though this may be helpful if further details are 
required.  
A35 Parishes meeting. 
Last month, a group of parishes affected by the A35 (either passing through 
them or near them) met to discuss common issues the A35 caused and possible 
solutions. This meeting was well attended, and Chideock Parish Council was 
pleased to also be involved. The hope is that by forming a unified voice, 
advocating for changes to improve safety in the affected villages will prove to 
be persuasive The meeting agreed to form a smaller working group consisting 
of five members, two of whom are Chideock Parish Councillors.  
Christmas refuse collection times  
Please be aware that refuse collection times change over the Christmas period. 
What was a collection day of Wednesday 27th changes to Friday 29th 
December.  Wednesday the 3rd of January becomes Friday 5th January. 
Wednesday the 10th of January becomes Thursday the 11th of January. The 
council will collect up to two extra bags of rubbish on first collection after 
Christmas Day. 
Clapps Mead. 
The Parish Council are delighted to announce that they have just bought new 
goal posts to replace to old ones. Thanks to Nick and George they have now 
been fitted in Clapps Mead. 
The Parish Council are also pleased to announce that they have paid for 
the installation of the new Trampoline for the Play Area which itself has been 
purchased from the funds raised by The Friends of Clapps Mead. 
Air Quality meeting. 



The Parish Council will be meeting with representatives of Dorset Council to 
discuss air quality in Chideock (as measured by diffusion tubes along the 
A35). As Chideock is an Air Quality Management Area, due to the high levels 
of air pollution, this meeting takes place twice annually.  
PCC Sidwick meeting. 
The Parish Council will be meeting with PCC Sidwick on the 23rd of 
November, at which the Parish Council intends to discuss progress on 
installing Average Speed Cameras, noise cameras, the use of No-Excuse 
Deterrent days, and other safety issues. 
Meeting with Dorset Council regarding speed, parking, road safety, and 
flooding. 
The Parish Council met with Blair Turner of Dorset Council and Councillor 
Simon Christopher to discuss the issues regarding the roads in Chideock. They 
discussed possible safety improvements on Duck Street and Sea Hill Lane, 
improvements to signage, the causes of flooding, and other such matters. 
Please note that details of many of the Parish Council’s meetings can be found 
on the Parish Council website. 
Flooding. 
As we come into autumn, the risk of flooding is increased. Please be aware 
that sandbags are available in the Community Sandbag Store in the car park to 
the rear of The Clock. These are available for free, but must be returned to 
the store after use. 
Vegetation Overhanging Footways and Watercourses. 
A reminder that it is the responsibility of the owner or occupier of land or 
property to ensure that 

a) vegetation growing on their land does not impede pedestrians using a 
footway of any kind 

b) vegetation growing on their land does not restrict visibility for 
pedestrians and drivers 

c) vegetation growing on their land does not overhand the carriageway 
where there is no footway 

d) vegetation or other material from their land does not in any way 
impede the flow of water, which includes anything overhanging the 
watercourse which could trap material being carried downstream. 

In addition, please ensure that vegetation trimmings are not left on a footway 
or carriageway of any kind nor allowed to fall into a watercourse. 
Reporting Issues to the Relevant Body. 
Environmental issues – ring the Environment Agency - 0800 80 70 60 – they 
will ask for a nearby postcode. 

Reporting Rights of Way Issues –  



https://mapping.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/rightsofway/reportproblem  
Reporting Highway Issues – except for the A35 – including blocked drains 

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/roads-highways-
maintenance/report-a-problem-on-the-road-or-pavement - this 
excludes street lighting.  In an emergency ring 01305 221020 (24 
hours). If there is immediate risk to safety, dial 999. 

Dorset Council Floodline - 0345 988 1188 
Reporting Highway Issues - A35.  

In non-urgent situations only, report these to the Clerk or a 
councillor – this includes street lighting and blocked drains. In an 
emergency ring 0300 123 5000 (24 hours). If there is immediate 
risk to safety, dial 999. 

Reporting Street Light Issues, apart from on the A35 - 
http://www.lightsonindorset.co.uk/public/ReportFault.aspx; 

If you do not have internet access then contact the Clerk or a councillor with as 
much information as possible. 
 
  
Trading Standards : Loan sharks 
You may picture a loan shark as a TV soap gangster but in reality they are not always 
that easy to spot. 
Illegal money lenders could be a neighbour who always stops to chat, a parent who you 
know from the school gate, a popular work colleague, even a long-standing family 
friend. All are expert manipulators, often befriending victims and offering a quick-fix 
loan.  
Around Christmas they may be more active than usual, aware that with the cost-of-
living crisis, people may be under increasing financial pressure. 
Victims often aren’t aware that they have borrowed from a loan shark until it’s too late. 
Many people who report loan sharks think they were borrowing money from a friend. 
However, things can quickly turn nasty as they demand extortionate repayments and 
threaten violence when you can’t pay.  
Often people turn to loan sharks looking for a small amount of money over a short 
period of time to cover unexpected expenses. They may have been refused credit 
elsewhere and need cash at short notice. In the cost-of-living crisis, more people are 
being forced to borrow to cover basic living costs such as bills and food. 
You may be dealing with a loan shark if: 
• You are given no paperwork or details about the loan 
• Repayments are adding up to much more than you borrowed 
• You are intimidated if you struggle to pay 
• They demand items like bank cards or a passport until you can pay 
Credit unions offer an alternative, ethical and safe way of borrowing for people who 
may have been refused credit elsewhere. They can offer small loans at affordable rates. 
Visit www.findyourcreditunion.co.uk to find one nearest to you.  
 



New Year’s 
Eve Party 

Sunday 31st December  
Chideock Village Hall  

Starting at 7.00pm 
until late, disco 
and bar serving 

wine, beer, lager, 
cider & soft drinks – 

bubbles available 
by bottle or glass  

Please bring a plate of party food to 
contribute to the buffet 

  Tickets 
£5.00 on 
sale now 

from  
Jane at 
Warren 
House  

Tel:  01297 
489996, 
booking 
essential              

 



 

 
 
 
 
… And a special thanks to everyone who contributed to the magazine during 
2023. 
 
 
 



Chideock Village Trust 
Charity No. 1084576 

 
The Chideock Village Trust has been in existence for over 20 years and its objects 
are:

 
 

 

 

• To preserve for the benefit of the Chideock 
community whatever is of artistic, 
architectural, historical or constructional 
beauty or interest. 

 
• To promote the study and general 

knowledge of all artistic and scientific 
subjects with the object of advancing the 
education of the Chideock community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Trustees would welcome applications for grants from students planning to advance their 
education, especially by way of unfunded expeditions either in this country or overseas, and 
from groups seeking to enhance village amenities. 
 
Applications, which should be from residents of Chideock Parish for a prospective (not 
retrospective) project, should be made in writing to the Secretary of the Trustees, Mrs Lisa 
Tuck, Broadlands, Chideock, DT6 6HX or by email to tuckfamily@btinternet.com.  
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Design Print Finishing

Serving the South West  
& further afield  

for over 60 years.

For creative design and print 
ideas for your next project,  

however big or small –  
contact us today.

01308 423411
www.creedsuk.com

office@creedsuk.com

d e s i g n  &  p r i n t

Coarse Fishing
Clay Pigeon Shooting for Beginners

TELEPHONE BRIAN SANDERS 
at Sweet Briar, West Road, Bridport

0780 226 7777

Japanese Food
At unique private venue

In Chideock
Minimum 4 people

Advanced booking only
Call Shige on 01297 489589

Or see www.hellbarn.co.uk/foodpage
We also run holiday cottages  

in a peaceful location

www.tuckthatching.co.uk

R & D TUCK THATCHING Ltd
Wheat Reed and Water Reed

Richard & Darren offer a 
friendly and personal 

service with over 50 years 
combined experience

For all your thatching needs ring
(01308) 427989                       (01297) 489543

Mobile: 07901 702104            Mobile: 07765 157389
or email: enquiries@tuckthatching.co.uk

WRIXTON  
GARDEN CARE

Grass cutting and strimming
General handyman

10 years experience

01308 427822
07952 036088

To advertise in this 
magazine contact the 
editor   01308 422649   

ruthwrixton@hotmail.com

facebook.com/WrixtonSmyth  WrixtonSmythCreations

Elegant, timeless handcrafted jewellery
from the jurassic coast of Dorset

www.wrixtonsmythcreations.co.uk

       Visit the shop at                Symondsbury Estate

To advertise
in this space please 
contact the Editor



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Whole day experiences for the 
adventurous family and people alike 
The day will be based in and around Seatown, Chideock, Charmouth, Lyme Regis and beyond. 
The experience will be muddy, wet and lots of fun!  You will get to safely hold sea creatures. 
Get up and close with large Lobsters, Crabs and Sharks in their natural environment. 
I have 37 years of experience catching and searching for these wonderful creatures amongst the rocks and seaweeds. 
““SSeellffiiee  wwiitthh  aa  SSeeaa  CCrreeaattuurree””  
Learn to target specific predatory fish with private tuition (Baits, tackle, location and weather) 
Fossil hunting is also a part of these exciting days. 
We will also be taking to the woods in search of Fabulous Fungi, Bugs, Slugs any signs of life really; 
Climbing, Rambling and Rooting Around. 
Enjoy Succulent Seafood on the beach, away from the crowds in perfect surroundings (additional cost per person) 
WWhhyy  nnoott  ttrreeaatt  yyoouurr  ffaammiillyy  aanndd  ffrriieennddss  ttoo  aann  eexxppeerriieennccee  tthheeyy  wwoonn’’tt  ffoorrggeett..  

All experiences are based around the 
Full Moon Phases 
Average 5-6 hrs 
Experiences done between the following dates in 2023: 
April 4-9th Pink Moon    May 3-8th Flower Moon (penumbral lunar eclipse) 
June 1-6th Strawberry Moon    July 1-6th Buck Moon 
July 30-4th August Sturgeon Moon   August 28-2nd September Blue Moon 
September 27-2nd October Harvest Moon  October 26-31st Hunters Moon 
I will also be out on the reef at night during these phases if you would like to join in. 
This is an extremely exciting opportunity to view Sea Creatures as they go about their feeding. 
We can also observe the bio illumination of various plants and creatures. (Only for the extremely adventurous)  
This will Involve head torches on slippery surfaces in amongst rocks, deep rock pools and boulders. 
Times and locations will be confirmed after payment completion. 
Fully insured.    Vouchers available.    CCaattcchh  yyoouu  ssoooonn!! 
 

Chris Gasson 07875 959120 
Email: chris.gasson@hotmail.co.uk   also on    
Instagram, Facebook and YouTube   @westdorsetforager 


