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CHIDEOCK PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Clerk to the Council:  Sal Robinson 
        60 North Allington 
        Bridport 
        DT6 5DY 
        Telephone 01 308 426327 
        E-mail Chideock@dorsetparishes.gov.uk 
 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at the Village Hall, Chideock on Tuesday 25 September 2012 at  
7:30 pm.  
 
Present: Cllrs Rob Murray (Chair), Kate Geraghty and Elizabeth Grant.  
 
In attendance: The Clerk and 21 members of the public. 
 
The meeting commenced at 7:35 pm. 
 

The Clerk informed the meeting that Mr Derek Wolfe, a former Parish Clerk, had died suddenly the day 
before. Derek was Clerk to Marlborough Town Council, having served Chideock Parish Council 
professionally and diligently from October 2003 to Jan 2005.  
 
1211 Apologies. 

DCC Cllr Brierley, WDDC Cllr Summers and PCSO Miners sent their apologies. 
 

 
 
 

1212 Declarations of Interest. None declared at this point in the meeting. NOTED that under the new 2012 
Code of Conduct, the concept of Personal and Prejudicial Interest cease to exit. The only interests which 
are relevant are those required to be listed on the REVISED Register of Interests. Advice from NALC / 
DAPTC is that a councillor can now take part in discussion / vote on such matters as their own expenses, 
planning applications for land adjacent land to land owned by them etc. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1213 Minutes.  
a) RESOLVED to accept and sign, as a true record, the minutes of the Parish Council meeting of  

24 July 2012, after the following amendments were made:- 

 Minute 1199 b) – change “cay” to “may” 

 Minute 1201 d) final line – insert “village” before “car park” 
Proposed by Cllr Geraghty, seconded by Cllr Grant, carried unanimously. 

b) RESOLVED to accept and sign, as a true record, the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting of 
20 August 2012,after the following amendments were made: 

 Minute P144, page 1, 5
th
 line of bullet point – change “ie a” to “as” 

 Minute P144, page 2, last line of para starting “Mr Martin Cox” – change “in is” to “is in” 

 Minute P144, page 2, 2
nd

 last para starting “A comfort” – change ”beak” to “break” 
Proposed by Cllr Geraghty, seconded by Cllr Grant, carried unanimously. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1214 County and District Councillor’s and Police Reports.  
Cllr Summers had sent the following report, which was read out by the Clerk:- 

“Please present my apologies for your forthcoming PC meeting as it is the Leisure Centre's AGM, of 
which I am a Trustee. 
The meeting with Officers regarding planning procedures will now be taking place on 27th, and I will 
report back to you after that meeting. 
Council Tax Benefit.  This benefit which is presently financed by the Govt. is not to be paid for by 
local Govt, and furthermore the Govt. are removing the Admin. Grant which was paid to local govt.  
To make up this shortfall we will have to pay the grant to those who are entitled to Council Tax 
Benefit less 20% (in other words - no-one will get 100% benefit.).  This is out for consultation at the 
moment and everyone who is presently receiving the benefit will receive a letter, however anyone 
else who wishes to comment may go onto dorset4you. 
The Council offices are almost ready and we will start moving in gradually from October - however 
the communications systems will not move till the Xmas period and we should be up and running in 
our new home at the beginning of January 2013. 
The Olympics at Portland went very smoothly with the input of 600 of our staff and 600 
Ambassadors.  Staff are returning to work to find their desks heaped with work, but are getting 
through it and hope to have the backlog cleared before the end of October.” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Standing Orders were suspended for the following item. 
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1215 Democratic Period.  

The following general matters were raised by members of the public:-. 

 Who is responsible for keeping road signs clean? This is the responsibility of DCC Highways / 
Connect; the Clerk will report this matter to the relevant authority. 

 Please will the Parish Council draw the matter of hedges / trees / other vegetation overhanging 
the footways on Main Street to the relevant authority? The Clerk with report this to Connect. The 
Clerk said that it is the householder’s responsibility to keep their vegetation clear of footways /  
carriageways on both the trunk road and County roads, and on Public Footpaths and Bridleways. 
 

The following points were raised regarding the National Trust / West Dorset Leisure Holiday work on Mill 
Lane Bridleway 18 and planning application 1/D/12/000410: 

 There is no need for a permissive path on NT land which will not be used even if it is 
constructed. As it will be unpaved it will be totally useless for push chairs, mobility scooters, 
wheelchairs etc. Also, why should people be encouraged not to use the Bridleway? Surely it is 
the vehicular traffic which is the problem, as it is a Bridleway. 

 Clarity is needed as to how people / cars / horses should use the Bridleway 

 The work is making the Bridleway too “neat” and urban 

 Surprise that the NT is going along with this 

 The issue of the legality of vehicles using the bridleway is of long standing and DCC and WDDC 
have not appeared to be interested in resolving it. 

 
Cllr Murray said that there are 2 issues regarding Bridleway 18:-  

 the work being carried out to “improve” the part of northern section of the Bridleway 

 who owns it and who has vehicular rights of way - CPC is working on this aspect with DCC 
Rights of Way, WDDC Legal Department and the Planning Officer for application 1/D/12/000410. 
 

Cllr Geraghty said that animals, people, bikes etc have priority over vehicles. The area is being 
urbanised. The AONB, National Trust, Heritage Coast should be supporting CPC and the village in 
opposing this.  
 
Cllr Murray urged concerned residents to write to the NT, WDDC, AONB Team, World Heritage Site 
Team and the County and District Councillors. CPC needs the support of residents in this. 
 
Cllr Grant pointed out that it is important the residents do not go out of their way to obstruct vehicles on 
the Bridleway, as this is an offence. She said that planning application 1/D/12/000410 is the ideal 
opportunity to establish once and for all what ownership and rights WDLH has over the Bridleway.  
 
Members of the public made the following suggestions:- 

 people must write to DCC Highways and WDDC Legal Department with their concerns about 
1/D/12/000410 and Bridleway 18. 

 a contact list of people to write to would be useful, giving names, e-mail addresses and phone 
numbers. 

 a flyer giving this information could be inserted in to the October issue of the Chideock News 
 
A member of the public said that the Parish Council is under pressure, and suggested that residents get 
together to form a community group for the planning application, working with the Council. 
Members of the public present agreed that this was an excellent suggestion. 
 
Cllr Geraghty pointed out that planning application 1/D/12/000410 depends on vehicular use of the 
Bridleway by WDLH clients. 
 

 
 
 
CC 
 
CC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 There was a ”comfort break” after the Democratic Period. 
 
Standing Orders were resumed at 8:44 pm. 
 

 
 
 
 

1216 Reports / Updates by the Clerk and Councillors. 
All items from the Actions & Information List were NOTED, with the exception of those detailed below, 
which were discussed in more detail. 
a) Item 12 – Winter Matters - Cllr Murray gave a brief report on the Seminar held on 10 September 

2012. North Road to North Chideock is part of Community Network for both gritting and snow 
ploughing. Seahill Lane is not and so voluntary effort is required. A councillor needs to approach a 
farmer south of the A35 with a tractor and ask if they will join the Community Snow Plough Scheme. 
A current issue is that red diesel cannot be used for ploughing (except with a dedicated snow plough) 
though it can be used for gritting. There is an HMRC consultation on this matter – to be considered 
under Agenda Item 10 – Current Consultations. There is no point approaching farmers until HMRC 
have made their decision. 

 
 
 
 
 
KG 
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DCC will make sure the grit bins are full at the start of winter, at no charge. Subsequent fillings will be 
charged to the Parish Council. 
DCC now charge for dumpy bags of grit / salt. There are 2 bags from last year, one at Silverbridge 
Farm, the other at Roadstead Farm..  

 

 
 
 
 
 

1217 Planning Matters. 
a) Applications. NONE. 
b) To consider any applications received after the agenda was circulated. NONE. 
c) Determinations.  

The following determinations were noted:- 
1/D/12/000798 SEATOWN FARMHOUSE, SEA HILL LANE Renovation of farmhouse and 
adjacent barn building comprising: Alterations to main entrance and creation of new porch, 
alterations to existing lean-to-roof, alterations to external windows and doors, (Listed Building 
Consent) Approved   
1/D/12/000797 SEATOWN FARMHOUSE, SEA HILL LANE Renovation of farmhouse and 
adjacent barn building comprising: Alterations to main entrance and creation of new porch, 
alterations to existing lean-to-roof, alterations to external windows and doors, (Full) Approved 

d) To note any determinations received after the agenda was circulated. None. 
e) Any Other Planning Matters. 

All items from the Actions & Information List were NOTED. 

i. Works on Mill Lane Bridleway. AGREED to continue to oppose these works 
ii. Road Safety Audit / Inspection for Seahill Lane and Mill Lane / Bridleway 18. Agreed to 

ask again for the cost of an inspection. Cllr Geraghty said she would pursue other Road 
Safety organisations. 

iii. WDDC Planning Process. NOTED that the WDDC meeting takes place on 27 
September. 

iv. 1/D/12/000410 – Golden Cap Holiday Park. 
Bridleway 18 northern start point – the response from Carmel Wilkinson was NOTED 
and deemed unacceptable. AGREED that it is essential to see the original Order 
establishing BW18 and any order extending the County Road, if such exists. AGREED 
to delegate this to the Clerk and Cllr Murray. 
The advice from Suzie Rickets (WDDC Legal) regarding the Weld Trust making a 
Statutory Declaration re ownership of Bridleway 18 was NOTED. AGREED that the 
£100 in reserve for Mill Lane Bridleway legal work could be used towards legal costs, 
and if more than this, consideration could be given to using money from the Community 
Fund. AGREED to write to ALL Trustees of the Weld Trust asking if they would be 
willing to do this, and offering to consider contributing to the legal costs. 
AGREED that CPC should ask for a meeting with the Case Officer  

v. Land Adj A35. The update from WDDC Planning Enforcement was NOTED. 
vi. Certificates of Lawfulness and Enforcement. NOTED that Cllr Geraghty is still working 

on this. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KG 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CC,
RM 
 
 
 
CC, 
RM 
 
 
 
KG 
 
 

1218 Finances. 
All items from the Actions & Information List were NOTED. 
 
a) RESOLVED to make the following payments:- 

Clerk’s Salary & Expenses for September + August expenses £239.15 
HMRC - PAYE July, August, September    £167.80 
Chideock Society       £118.50 
PMA Services Ltd (Bus shelter Cleaning)    £20.00 
Lyn Crisp – Padlock for Playing Field gate    £7.99 
Cllr Grant – travel for Olympic Torch meetings in Dorchester  £13.40 
Bopper Bus Organisation grant (Community Fund)   £500 
St Giles PCC – Clock Service (2012 - 13)    £220.80  
St Giles PCC – Cemetery Grass Cutting (2012 – 13)   £650 
Proposed by Cllr Murray, seconded by Cllr Grant, carried unanimously. 

b) Foss Orchard Car Park - Revised WDDC Car Park Management Contract. 
The update from Simon Gledhill, DCC Parking Services, was NOTED 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1219 Clapps Mead Playing Field. 

The grass is being regularly mown and strimmed. The flood debris has largely dispersed. The 
ground is still very wet and becomes quickly waterlogged when it rains. Cllr Murray is working on the 
repairs to the ground in front of the goal mouths. The metal “cage” round the Grafton tree needs to 
be repositioned as it is cutting in to the tree. A new lock has been bought for the gate. The “rickety 
bridge” was broken but swiftly repaired. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Page 4 of 4 

A vote of thanks was given to Lyn Crisp and her “team” for all their hard work to get the playing field 
open for the summer, after the flooding of 7 July 2012. 
 

 
 
 

1220 Current Consultations. 

a) DCLG - Localising support for council tax - Council tax base and funding for local precepting 
authorities: Consultation – by 9 October 

b) DCLG - Renegotiation of Section 106 planning obligations – by 8 October 
c) HMRC - Use of rebated fuel for gritting in rural areas – by 5 October 
d) DCC - Joint Health and Well-being Strategy – by 2 November 
AGREED that these be delegated to Cllr Murray and the Clerk. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
CC,
RM 
 

1221 Motions Received with Notice. 
None. 
 

 
 
 

1222 Day / Time of Parish Council Meetings. 
RESOLVED that, until further notice, Parish Council meetings will take place at 10:00am on the last 
Tuesday of the month. Proposed by Cllr Grant, seconded by Cllr Geraghty, carried unanimously. 
 

 
 
 
 

1223 Correspondence. There were no other items of correspondence to be brought to Councillors’ notice. 
 

 
 

1224 
 

To confirm the date and time of the next meeting of Chideock Parish Council. 
The next meeting of Chideock Parish Council will be on Tuesday 30 October 2012 at 10:00 am.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The meeting closed at 9:37 pm. 
 


